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Anatomy of a Sermon 
 
 I sometimes get the question, ñHow do you go about writing a sermon?ò Confir-
mation students are often shocked to learn I donôt just download them from some site 
online! Itôs true: sermons are written fresh each week, for that particular time. 
 
 Karl Barth, who is often considered the greatest Protestant theologian of the 
20th century, once said that when preparing a sermon, a preacher should hold the Bible 
in one hand and the newspaper in the other. That is, the preacher must have an under-
standing of the text(s) on which she is preaching, and what God is speaking through 
them, but must also be aware of the particular needs of the world in that moment in 
time. I might also add a church directory to the hand holding the newspaper ï an aware-
ness of the particular congregation, what they are dealing with as a community, and what individual members 
are going through. 
 
 Each preacher has his or her own method for going about writing a sermon. Here is my usual method:  
On Monday, I sit down, with all that is weighing on my heart, all my humanity, all my experiences, and I read 
the assigned texts for the upcoming Sunday. I keep up on the news throughout the week so I am aware of cur-
rent events (this is actually a written expectations for ordained clergy of the ELCA!), reading from multiple 
sources to get a fuller understanding. So as I read the scripture, happenings in the world Jesus came to redeem 
are in my mind, as are the particular struggles of members of the congregation. As I read the appointed texts, I 
take note of the ways they speak to all of the issues I am bringing to the text.  
 
 Every other Tuesday, I go to a text study with fellow clergy, where we bat around ideas of where the 
text might be speaking to the world this week. If I have meetings during the week (like council, or BLCôs Prayer 
First), I try to use one of the texts, asking peopleôs impressions of them. I also read other preachersô and theolo-
giansô thoughts on the text, watching for some observation that resonates with me, and my setting.  
 
 Usually by Wednesday, I have started writing. Sometimes I know exactly where I am going with the 
sermon. Other times, I have little idea, but just start typing to see where the Spirit might lead my fingers. Some-
times, I am at a complete loss and find myself with my head on my desk on Thursday afternoon, pleading for 
the Holy Spirit to tell me what to write. Other times, I know exactly what I need to write, but desperately donôt 
want to, either because it convicts me and I am uncomfortable standing in front of you all, opening my soul and 
being so vulnerable, or because Iôm afraid it will upset people. I pray for the courage to say what God needs me 
to say. 
 
 Whatever the actual process ends up being, writing a sermon looks something like this: I sit down, with 
all my brokenness, my human experience, my concerns about the world, and my commitment to preach to you 
all the good news ï that God sent Jesus to free us from sin and death, to bring us life. And, I search for some-
thing that brings life to my own brokenness, trusting that if the gospel is speaking to my world-weary heart in 
this way this week, it might mean something to you, as well. It is a leap of faith, each week, and only by Godôs 
grace that I find something meaningful to say to you.  
 
 I know not all my sermons resonate with everyone every week. Not every sermon leaves you feeling 
warm and fuzzy, or comforted, or inspired. Me too ï I often donôt want to hear what God tells me, even as I 
trust that if God said it, I needed it. And so I pray, each week, that what the Holy Spirit has put on my heart 
might also be a word that your own world-weary heart needs to hear. May it be so. 
 
        Godôs peace, 
        Past˛ʞ Jʺhˉ˚nʆ 

The 



 

At  Bethlehemé 

Finnegan OôGrady, Alice Tynan, the family of Jimmy Cammisso, Carl Bauer, Joe Pickett, Brad, Charles Allen, Gary Ayers, Emily Bar-
ber, Shirley Bauer, John Brayer, Emily Briggs, Steve, Jean Gage, Nancy Gotte, Shirley Jennejohn, Lin Maier, Kay Heckle, Jean Lund, 
Patty Martins, April Peck, Daniel Rose and family, Nancy Smith, Bev Steele, Gladys VanDusen, Tori, and Carol Winters.  We also 
pray for those in the military and their families:  Nicholas Piano, Morgan Hauer, Sharon Verges, Brad Verges, Mark Baker, Joe and 
Melanie Geiger. Also remember in prayer the Shove family. 

 

At St. Martiné 

Danny Sullivan, Frannie Caruso (friend of Kris Weingartner), Alan Gaines (friend of Pr. Johanna), Harry Hilbert,  Bill Gardner (father-
in-law of Anne Mitchellôs daughter), Caurie (daughter-in-law of Becky Hilbert), The Hubbard Family, Laura and son, Jamie, Ruth Gul-
de, Karin Ewanow, Barb Moeller, Amy Moeller, Lisa M., Ian Cummings, James Simmons, Jan Weishaar and her husband and grand-
son, Sue Carleton Jahn, Dawn, Ray, and people serving in the military, especially Bryan Podgorski, Chad, Derrick, Jeff, Jim and Evan.  
We also pray for the safety of our police officers, especially Eric, son of Becky and Harry Hilbert and Eric Weingartner (nephew of 
Kris Weingartner), and Josh, (son of Sharon and Paul Haffen). 

 

If you would like names added or removed from the prayer list, please contact the church office at St. Martin, and Laurie Brigden if 
youôre at Bethlehem. 

Worship and Prayer  
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Study of Galatians 

 
We will continue our journey through the Book of 

Galatians. Galatians is often referred to as ñLutherôs 

book,ò because Martin Luther relied so strongly on 

this letter in all his preaching, teaching and writing 

against the prevailing theology of his day. The 

Apostle Paul wrote to the Church in Galatia to re-

mind them of grace and that the only means to be 

justified is by faith in Jesus, not by the law. During 

this study, we will learn to apply the lessons and 

scripture to our own lives today.  Join us Sundays, 

10:15 at BLC or 11:45 a.m. at St. Martin.  (Study 

Guides are available for $5)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution of Ashes  

and Holy Communion 

 

Wednesday, March 1st 

7:00 pm at Bethlehem 

(1767 Plank Road) 

 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 13, 7 pm @ SMLC 

 

Good Friday, April 14, 7 pm @ BLC 



 

 
 

      2017 Lenten Prayer Vigil Families 
 

Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the end of the earth!  (Isaiah 42:10)   

 

The covenant between BLC and SMLC calls us ñto pray for each other and our shared and unique ministries.ò 
 
To that end, we are asking everyone to pray during Lent for the families of both churches. Weôll start by praying for Pastor, Mi-
chael, Grace, and Isaac and each church, and then on March 4, weôll all pray for the Allen & Heckle families from BLC and the 
Alexander & Hubbard families from SMLC, and so on according to the schedule below. Prayers do not have to be long or of-
fered at any particular time. 
 
What to pray for? Here are some suggestions from Colossians 1:3-14.  
 
Thank God that this family belongs to our churches.  Thank God for the time, talents and treasures that they have brought us. 
Pray that their faith will be strengthened during the coming year.  Pray that they will be filled with the knowledge of His will. 
Pray that they are living a life worthy of the Lord and pleasing to Him. Pray that their good works are bearing fruit. 
Pray that God will strengthen them with endurance and patience for any trials they might have. Pray for their good health. 
Pray for sufficient wealth. 

Worship and Prayer 

Fri.     3/17 Donahue family 

Courage family 

Sat.    3/18 Hyde family, 

Warren family, Hilst family 

Sun.   3/19 Francis family 

Gomez family, Dolson family 

Mon.  3/20 Frick family 

Gulde family, Taylor family 

Tues   3/21 Fridman family 

Haffen family, Hilbert family 

Wed.   3/22 Gage & Winters families 

Weingartner family 

Thurs. 3/23 Lam family 

Potucek family 

Fri.    3/24 Germick, OõGrady, Steinmiller 
family, Ingalls family 

Sat.    3/25 Jackson, Lester & Klimow fami-
lies, Povero family 

Sun.   3/26 Montana family and Frank family 

Mon. 3/27 Steele & Johnson families 

Kildal families, 

Tues. 3/28 Jennejohn family 

 Kroft family, Pfuhl family 

Wed. 3/29 Kleisle family, 

B Devers family 

Thurs.3/30 Leisten family 

Kunzer & McGrath families 

Fri.    3/31 Lenz and Lutz families 

Laubscher family 

Wed.   3/1 Pastor Johanna Rehbaum, and 
family 

Thurs.  3/2 Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

Fri.      3/3 St. Martin Lutheran Church 

Sat.      3/4 Allen & Heckle families 

Alexander & Hubbard families 

Sun.    3/5 Ayers & Anderson families 

Boerschlein family 

Mon.   3/6 Bardo & Radl families 

Bouchard family, Ciulla family 

Tues   3/7 Bauer family 

Currier family, Geier family 

Wed.   3/8 Barber family, Blood family 

Davis family 

Thurs. 3/9 Boland & Tynan families 

Ovando family 

Fri       3/10 Borkhuis & Reilly families 

Dengler & Elder families 

Sat.     3/11 Brigden family 

Detwiler family 

Sun.    3/12 Brooks family 

Ewanow families 

Mon.   3/13 Bundschuh family 

Stoller family 

Tues.   3/14 Craft, Myers & Light families, 

Wed.   3/15 Crandall/Leisten/Grimshaw fami-
ly, Collins family 

Thurs. 3/16 Howard family 

Gillmeister family 

Vigil continued on next page... 
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2017 Lenten Prayer Vigil Families (Continued) 

 
Sing to the LORD a new song, his praise from the end of the earth!  (Isaiah 42:10)   

 
 

Sat.    4/1 Lochner family,   

Lewis, Moore & Kulak families 

Sun.   4/2 Miles & Geiger families 

Lockwood family 

Mon.  4/3 Mohrman family 

D Mohrman family 

Tues.  4/4 Priest and Simmons family 

Mitchell family 

Wed.  4/5 Neels family 

Marshall family 

Thurs.4/6 Salmon family 

Matteson family, Spry family 

Fri.    4/7 Schied & Griffin families 

Moeller family 

Sat.   4/8 Schlinger family 

Musker family, Stewart family 

Sun.  4/9 Apetz and Weurtzer family, Olear family, 
David family 

Mon. 4/10 Smith family 

Nystrom family 

Tues. 4/11 Nowak family, D Smith family 

Simmons family 

Wed. 4/12 Van Dusen family 

Oriel family, Taskett family 

Thurs.4/13 Wahl family 

Peters family 

Fri.    4/14 Zmaczynski family 

Podgorski family 

Sat.    4/15 Weidman family 

C Smith families 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Worship:  
Notice the Paraments/Symbols 
 Why do Lutherans decorate their worship space?  

 One of the most interesting visual aspects of worship in 
the Lutheran Church is the use of paraments. The word original-
ly referred to ornamental hangings and other furnishings in great 
halls of state, but it was adopted by the church to mean the vari-
ous kinds of linens and hangings that are used on the altar or 
pulpit.  

 Have you ever noticed that these change color through-
out the year? Beginning on Ash Wednesday, they are purple, 
which is the color for the penitential season of Lent. On Easter 
(as well as on Christmas), the color will turn to white, the color 
of light, joy, triumph and glory. During Advent the color is blue, 
the color of hope and waiting. For Pentecost and Reformation, 
we use red, the color that symbolizes the Holy Spirit (fire!). For 
the rest of the year, we use green, a color that represents new life, 
the life we have in Christ.  

 We also see some traditional Christian symbols on para-
ments and other décor in the church. Christians often use Alpha 
and Omega Greek letters to symbolize God. In Greek, the first 
letters of the words òJesus Christ, Son of God, Savioró comes 
out òIchthusó ð an acronym which in Greek means òfish.ó Thus 
the sign of the fish was the sign of Jesus Christ, and was widely 
adopted in the Early Church as a symbol. Other symbols: crowns 
recall Jesusõ kingship; candles, the light of Christ; flames or a 
dove, the Holy Spirit. All of these colors and symbols can spark 
our imagination, as well as connect us to many generations of 
Christians before us who have used the same means to recall the 
nature of God and Godõs followers in their worship space. 

 During the month of March: Notice the decorations 
in the sanctuary. What colors or symbols do they use? What 
do those mean? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All Women of Bethlehem and St. Martin 

Churches are invited to attendé 

Womenõs Lenten Service and Brunch 
Saturday, March 25th at 9:30 am 

St. Martin Lutheran Church 

 

A service of Holy Communion that explores  

Lutherõs Small Catechism. 

 

Please join us for a Communion Service and a brunch to 
follow.  Please bring a breakfast dish to pass. 

 
 

Midweek Lenten Gatherings 
   We will be joining with other Lu-
therans this Lent  in studying Lu-
therõs Small Catechism, as we look 
forward in October to the 500th an-
niversary of the Reformation. Join us 

for these midweek gatherings to dig into this little gem of a 
resource. Each gathering will include a meal, study, and 
worship.  
 NOTE: This year we are trying something new, and 
offering a lunchtime study for those who can slip away dur-
ing the lunch hour, or who donõt want to drive at night.  
Bring a brown-bag lunch.  Evening gatherings will include a 
soup supper; see sign-up sheets. 

 
Week 1 (Mar 8) - Topic:  10 Commandments 
 Noon-12:45 pmñSt. Martin 
 6 pm-7:30 pmñBethlehem 
 
Week 2 (Mar 15) - Topic:  Apostlesõ Creed 
 Noon-12:45ñSt. Martin 
 6 pm-7:30 pmñBethlehem 
 
Week 3 (Mar 22) - Topic:  The Lordõs Prayer 
 Noon-12:45 pmñBethlehem 
 6 pm-7:30 pmñSt. Martin 
 
Week 4 (Mar 29) - Topic:  Baptism 
 Noon-12:45 pmñBethlehem 
 6 pm-7:30 pmñSt. Martin 
 
Week 5 (Apr 5) - Topic:  Holy Communion 
 Noon-12:45 pmñBethlehem 
 6 pm-7:30 pmñSt. Martin 
 

Worship and Prayer 

Devotionals and Catechisms 
Be sure to pick up your copy of the Small Catechism and our 
Lenten Devotional, Free Indeed, outside the sanctuary! 



 

Mission   
 

Christmas Stocking Project 2016 
 
Stocking Stuffing Sunday was December 4.   Following a 
pizza lunch, members of both congregations worked into 
the afternoon stuffing 500+ stockings.  Several boxes were 
packed for delivery to nine organizations serving the 
needy.   BLC volunteers delivered to Wayne County or-
ganizations, while SMLC folks delivered to Monroe Coun-
ty.   
 
Both congregations were invit-
ed to take part in the Epipha-
ny bilingual event hosted by St 
John's Episcopal Church in 
Lyons, serving the Wayne 
County Rural Migrant Minis-
try.  Following the service, 
stockings were distributed to 
over 40 children while we all 
enjoyed Epiphany cake and 
other refreshments.   Jim 
Lockwood even found the 
Baby Jesus in the cake! 
 
We appreciate the many donations of goods, money and 
time in helping to make this meaningful mission a reality.   
The team met recently to consider future plans, and have 
decided to limit the number to 500 as we did this year.  We 
have already begun to create and collect items for our 2017 
project.   
 
We want you to know that there are challenges associated 
with the project.  For instance, this year, the company sup-
plying the stockings decreased the stocking width, making 
it difficult for some items to fit.  Please know that we or-
der items that are a consistent size so that all items fit into 
the stockings easily and look nice when done.   Many, 
many hours go into the preparation of items in advance of 
stuffing day -- unwrapping packaged bulk goods, separat-
ing and re-attaching socks, gift-wrapping 500 items for 
children to unwrap, and the list goes on. 
 
As with any venture, some members move on to other 
"callings".  Two key leaders of the team will be stepping 
down this year -- Lorrilyn Schlinger and Cindy Gomez.  
These are big positions, so several people may need to step 
forward to provide for a smooth transition.  Both will be 
pleased to help new folks with organizing.   Please prayer-
fully consider stepping forward to help. 
 
Cindy Gomez, Lorilynn Schlinger, Mary Lou Alexander 
Thelma Dolson, Jim Lockwood  and Ed Currier 

Anna Valeria-Iseman from Open Door 
Mission to Speak at BLCñSunday, 

March 26 
Sunday, March 26 at BLC, Anna Va-
leria-Iseman will be coming to speak 
during the service and be available at 
coffee hour for questions about the 
new women and childrenõs  residen-
tial services as part of the Open Door 
Mission. The number of people in 

need has been increasing steadily. Anna is an Executive 
Administrator at the open Door Mission.  BLCõs Easter 
offering will be going to the Open Door Mission. 
 

The Mad Hatters and Quilt Group 
BLC and SMLC! The Mad Hatters and Quilt Meet 
on March 18th! 
The next meeting of the Mad Hatters and Quilt Group will 
be held at St. Martin on 
March 18th from 9 am 
until noon.  In the future, 
the St. Martin Quilt 
Group will meet at the 
same time as the Mad 
Hatters.  Everyone is wel-
come to participate in the craft of their choice.  Please join 
us, and invite anyone else who would like to help us make 
hats for the Christmas stockings or quilt.   The Mad Hat-
ters are also participating in Hats for Seafarers Internation-
al House, a ministry of the ELCA.                
 
Mary Lou Alexander has printed patterns to hand out Sun-
day mornings at St. Martin and at the Mad Hatters gather-
ing. 

Save the Dates!!! 

April  29 Spring Chicken BBQ @ SMLC 

 

May 18, 19  Garage Sale @ SMLC 

& 20  

4ÈÁÎË 9ÏÕȦȦȦ 

Online Giving at SMLC  

You can give online during worship or at 
home by using your smartphone! To the 
side is a QR Code, which can be read by the 
QR Code reader app on your smartphone 
(free to download). Scan it, and it will bring 
you to Vanco, the company with which St. 

Martin has set up an online giving program.  


